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The Kissing Hand, used by millions of parents and children starting school or facing separation, is

now brought to life in audio form. Package includes a paperback book and a reading of the story on

CD, with and without page-turn signals. Also included on the CD, on a separate track, is the new,

original "Chester's Song" with lyrics by Audrey Penn and set to beautiful music. A perfect addition to

the home, classroom or library audio collection!
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This book touched my heart and brought back so many fond memories. I came across this book

lastnight while babysitting and loved it. In elementary, my siblings and I moved schools. Every

morning as my mom dropped us off at school she would kiss our hands. She told us that when we

needed her and missed her so much, to squeeze our hand so that we could hug her kiss and know

that she loved us and was there with us. Time passed and we began asking for those kisses, those

comforts, less and less. Until days turned into weeks and weeks turned into months, and it became

the time that we no longer asked for those kisses. I am now 18 and will graduate in May from high

school. I will leave my comfort zone soon and will need her comfort again. Sometimes I know that I

will long to be so young again and want to have those kisses from my mom. When I came across



this book a few days ago I was, well, I was speechless. I had no idea that this was not just MY

mom's jesture to sooth her children, but another mother's jesture to quiet their fears. I haven't told

my mom about the book yet, instead I have decided to buy her a copy and give it to her after my

graduation, because I know that she is going to need those kisses in her hand for comfort.

Chester Racoon and his mother prepare for Chester's first "night" at school. He is a little

apprehensive, and, of course, he wants to stay home with his mom. Mrs. Racoon shares a secret

with Chester called the Kissing Hand. She kisses Chester's palm and tells him to put it to his cheek

when he begins to feel lonely at school. This book makes a great gift for a child entering school or

going to camp for the first time, or for any occasion where a child will be temporarily separated from

home and loved ones. It can also be used to help a child through the death of a parent or special

loved one, and for children placed in foster families and residential facilities. For teachers, this book

would be super to read the first day of school. It could also lead up to wonderful science, social

studies, and reading/writing activities.

My kindergarten son brought this home from school. I think it's one of the sweetest books I have

ever read. I read it to my teenagers and the senior in high school began to cry. I am sending it to my

college daughter for her birthday, as it will be the first time in her life we are separated on her

birthday. A must for every family who has a college-bound child as well as any time of separation.

This is one of my favorite books. The story of little Chester the raccoon, his fear of going away to

school, and how his mom gives him a kissing hand so he'll know her love is with him is a priceless

story. I've read it to my son and daughter often over the last few years.On Sunday afternoon my

wife and I took our son to his first overnight camp. Three days away in the Carolina mountains at

Camp Grier, a Presbyterian church camp. As we were about to leave the camp after dropping him

off I called my son over and said "I have 3 things that I want you to remember while you're

here.Number 1 is to be respectful of your fellow campers and the camp counselors that are

here.Number 2 is to remember that if you get tired, or scared, or frustrated to say a prayer and God

will be with you.Number 3 is,"I took his little hand in mine, kissed his palm, and closed his fingers

over it,"Whenever you feel like you're missing your mom, or your dad, or home. Hold this up to your

cheek and remember that we love you and we'll be with you again soon."We then sent him off to his

cabin and his camp mates and he skipped joyfully away. We headed back to the car to leave and

found that he had forgotten something. I quickly carried it to his cabin and found him talking with one



of his counselors. As I handed him the item I asked him what he was going to do if he missed his

mom and dad. He smiled a sheepish grin and held his fist up to his cheek.I walked away knowing

that for the next three days he was going to be fine.I highly recommend "The Kissing Hand" by

Audrey Penn for you and a child that you love.Kevin Decker

Poor little Chester, the racoon, it's time for him to go off to school and he doesn't want to leave his

mother. Mother knows that Chester will love school once he gets there. There'll be new friends to

meet, new toys to play with, new books to read and even a new swing to swing on. So she tells him

a special secret about the "kissing hand". She takes his little hand, spreads the fingers and places a

kiss right in the middle of his palm. Now when he feels lonely and needs a little love from home, he

can press his hand against his cheek and know his mother's love will be with him. And, before he

scampers off to school, he gives his mother the kissing hand too, so that she won't miss him too

much, while he's away..... Audrey Penn has written a sweet, endearing story to help little ones face

those scary feelings on their first days of separation. Her gentle text is complimented by expressive,

detailed illustrations and together will let youngsters know that they're not alone out there in the

world. The Kissing Hand is the perfect bedtime story, pre-schoolers will want to read again and

again and makes a wonderful addition to all home libraries.
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